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THE  CZECHO-SLOVAKS 


<:rat'li  first  came  forward 
'   e  lord  inquired,  some- 
?"      In   answer 


IS 


When  as  a  young  ... 
in  politics  a  proud  i- 
what  superciliously:  .h. 
Disraeli  wrote  a  pan)i  hltt  in  which  he  sketched  the 
scheme  of  his  life.  But  then  he  was  a  young  man. 
Many  people  now  reading  the  name  of  "  Czecho- • 
Slovaks"  in  the  Allies'  answer  to  President  Wilson 
ask:  "What  are  thcv?"  They  are  an  old  nation 
which  has  engraved  its  history  deep  in  the  annals 
of  Europe,  and  when  the  question  is  asked  about 
them,  the  vision  of  the  future  can  be  substantiated 
by  the  facts  of  the  past. 

The  first  question  that  people  ask  on  seeing  that 
hyphenated  name  of  a  nation  is  whether  they  are 
one  people  or  two.  By  many  the  question  is  asked 
in  the  best  faith;  by  others  with  malevolent  intent. 
As  a  matter  of  focr,  the  difference  between  these  two 
branches  of  on?  single  nation  is  mainly  a  difference 
in  the  enemv  from  whom  they  have  suffered  oppres- 
sion and  persecution  in  the  past  and  are  still 
suffering  at  the  present  day.  Both  speak  the 
same  language.  The  differences  ctwoen  Czech  and 
Slovak  are  smaller  than  those  existing  between  the 
(icrman  language  as  spoken,  even  by  the  educated 
classes,  in  Vienna,  Munich,  and  Dresden.  Slovak  is, 
in  fact,  merelv  a  more  archaic  form  of  C/cch.     But 
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whilst  tlif  C/dlis  lit  Hdluiuia.  Moravia,  and 
SiKsKi.  iiumLxiiiiL;  six  and  ;i  half  indlioiis.  at 
the  j)rtsiiu  day.  have  fnu^^iu  for  the  last 
thoiisaud  \rars  ntjainst  Cicrman  au\;r<'S.sion  and 
suffered  friini  (Icrnian  tyranny,  the  two  and 
a  half  niilli'iM  Sl<i\aks  \\h<i  inhabit  nfirth-tastrm 
fluni^arv  have  had  their  chief  and  hiltt  rest 
enemies  in  the  Maj\ars.  Now  when  (iermans  and 
Magyars  are  iiiukhI  for  lift  and  death  in  this  stui'^ylo 
for  ddiniiiar  e  over  ("tntral  Europe,  what  a  jo)  it 
must  he  to  'luin  to  su^i^i'st  divisions  between  thiir 
victims!  \o  tloultt  it  would  he  of  advantag*'  to 
them  to  Weaken  that  small  and  isolated  Shiv  nation, 
which  on  all  its  froi'ts  ti;^hts  against  these  two 
dominant  races,  hy  dividin;j[  it  into  tuo  se[)arate 
bodi(  s.  V(  t  at  no  time  was  this  attempH  realK  likely 
to  succeed.  As  stat(  (1  above,  the  difference  between 
the  two  bra!iches  of  the  nation  is  not  icial  and  not 
even  lincjuistic;  it  i>  historic,  l^ut  then  it  is  an 
historic  dillereiiei  which  points  towards  union,  and 
after  this  war  \\d!  liind  the  two  hraih  hes  ^o'^elher 
eviT  so  mueji  moie  clov(  K.  It  does  not  mean  any 
vital  division.  Historic  difli n  nces  matter  whert.- 
the  different  traililion'>  inipK  a  tiitt(  renee  in  the 
du((ti(»n  of  the  will,  not  whore  they  are  ihie  to  th( 
violence  nl  outside  enemle'^.  At  all  ihi'  gnatesl 
moments  of  t"/i cho  Sh)\al.  history  tht  tw(»  branches 
of  the  nation  were  one.  or  at  least  tried  to  become 
one;  it  was  onl\-  when  rru^lied  b\  their  enemies  that 
thev  became  divided.  blven  united,  they  would 
hardiv  be  a  match  for  the  Ciermans  and  Mapjyars, 
and  th(  \  are  fiillv  conscious  of  it.  1  hey  know  that 
libertv  is  ii>t  pos.',ible  ior  them  or  cannot  prove 
duralile  withi'Ut  the   liliorty  of  other  sister  nations 
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and,   for*. most,  of  llu'    lii^o  Slavs  and  I'oh  s.      Hut 
wht-ri'  thcv  thcnis«l\(s  hold  the  lini   tlu  \   havt    <it 
(idi'd   to  hold   it   stronyh    and   with  tnnt. d    tor< « s. 
1'1\(  r\  whtri'    111    th(     world  wiitri'    ilu     1  /<  rhs  and 
Slovaks  have  cral. d   tht  Ir  own   organisations   thf 
two  yiiiups  have  dnrin.:   this  war  a^  ltd  toi^rtht  r 
in  the   I'nitcd   States,  in   South   Ann  riea.  in   (ir<  at 
Mritain,   Fran(c.  and   Russia,  evi  rywher(    where  or, 
foreign  sod  'hex  1  an  work  freelv  frir  the  foundation 
of  their  future  State.    And  th*  ennn(  nt  C/t  i  h  states 
man  who  now  it  ads  the  C'z<(  ho  Slovak  movement 
for  independence.  Professor  Masaryk,  is  himself  l>y 
birth  a  Slo\ak. 

In  certain  ways  the  C/eeh  nation,  as  we  may  <:dl 
them  for  short,  is  uniiiiK'  amoni,'  the  Slavs.     It  is 
the  (mlv  Slav  nation  that  has  survived  111  the  verv 
heart  of  ( "mtral  Iv.irope,  and  this  is  thi-  vi  ry  rt  asor. 
why   it  has   hec -me    tlie    sjuc  ial   mar'     of   Curman 
hatred  a  .d  whv  the  Tx  rmans  have  singled  it  out  for 
the   most   relentless   and    untinnu''   attacks.      In   the 
early  Middle  .A-^t  s  the  whole  of  what  we  miLrht  (all 
the  luiropean  Middle  l-".asl  u.is  inhal.it<-(l  l.v  Sla\s. 
Their   settlements   extended    ftom    the    lower    I'.ihe 
and  the  Baltic  Sea  to  the  .Adriatic  and  the  Jiire.in. 
In  the  ninth  century  thi-  Mai^vars.  a   Mongol  tnlu 
closelv  allied   to  the   Iluns  and   .\v:irs,  drove  in  a 
wedue    between    lh<'    noiihern    and    southern    Slav 
settlements  1)V  co'i(|ueriiV4   tlie   wide   plains  on    the 
middle  Danube  and  the  Theiss.     Meantime  from  tli<^ 
west   Mh-    Germans   started    to    penetrate    the    Sla\ 
territori"S.     (The  cooperation  of  the  'I  euton  Ihins 
and    the    Ma'^yar    Iluns    is    oUK  r    than    is    usiialK 
thnu'^du.)     Thiy   advanced   aloni^    the    Baltic   eras' 
and  up  the  rivers,  e.xtendinu:  their  seltlemc  nts  during 
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thr  fdllouiiiLr  (.ntiirirs  t<.  \hr  Uv:u\  untcrs  r)f  thi 
Odir,  and  ;il<.ii'^  tli»  Danube  to  ihc  vtry  cnnfinis  of 
the  Hungarian  plain.  Carman  settlors  and  (itr 
nianiscd  Slavs  in  Sihsia  l.<  (amc  in  the  Mi<!i'lf  Asjcs 
a  l.anicr  Ix  twnii  the  main  !)i»dits  of  Poland  and 
nf  Hohttnia.  (idinans  and  Ma^vars  on  the  Danuhc 
sriKirat'  1  th<'  (■/(<  Ik  .-Slovaks  from  tin-  Jiiuc  Slavs. 
Milt  111  Its  moimtainoiis  (piadrdatf  ral  tlu-  (  /rch 
nation  has  stood  out  against  the  (arman  flood,  a 
Slav  bastion  in  the  West,  taking  part  anfi  even 
takinu   thr   K-ad    in    the  intcllfctual   movrnunts  of 

iCuropc. 

In    i.;4')    I'ramu    bocamc  tin    s»at  of  one  of  \he 
tarlitst  universities  of  (ditral   luirope.  and  within 
less  than  tiftv  years  the  C/iihs.  ccntrini,'  round  ihe 
I'niversitv  ol   i*rai,nie,  eame  forward  as  forerunners 
and   champions  of  freedom  of  thought  in   luirope. 
Huss  and  the  Hussite  movements  were  thi'  first  cjreat 
eontributiou  (A  the  ("/erho- Slovaks  to  the  world's 
history.     The    movement,    lik.     every thin)^    in    the 
Middit-  Ai^es.  was  on  its  surfa'  e  predominantly  re- 
liL,Mous.  \et   n  lii:i(m  was  deeply  tiniii  d  by  nation 
alit\ .     The  '^rowinu  eonstiousniss  of  nationalism  in 
reli.iion  was  >>nv  (A  the  mainspriu'TS  of  the  Reforma- 
tion, the  Ri  fovmation  In  in-,^  amonc:  other  things  the 
protest  ^'f  the  I"uropean  nationalities  attaininjr  full 
ronseiousness  ot  their  own  individuality,  atjainst  the 
inherited  univt   saiity  of  Rome.     It  was  therefore  by 
no  means  an  ai .  ident  that  the  first  protest  of  national 
•idividualism  and  the  first  cry  for  na^- ^nal  freedom 
of  action   and  individual   freedom         thout^ht  had 
come  from  Bohemia      Threatened  by  the  Germans, 
who  had  behind   them  the   authority   of  the   Hol\- 
Roman  Kmpire  of  German  nationality,  the  Czechs 
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arosr  in  a  prntc  st  ay;ainst  iini\rr'>ality.  Iioth  in  Chiirt  fi 
and  Statf.  It  is  a  fact  ti>  uhuh  sufilcicnt  attrntinn 
has  sriflom  bctn  paifl.  that  anmni:  the  difTcnnt 
artiilcs  of  accusation  raised  against  John  Hiiss  at 
the  Council  of  Constance  was  that  Hnss  had  in 
sti^atcd  aniontj  the  C/ec  hs  nati'nial  hatred  of  the 
Germans.  To  this  accusation  IJuss  answered:  "I 
have  affinnt  1  and  \et  allirni  that  Hohintians  shouhl 
bv  ritjht  ha\c  tht  chief  place  in  th*-  otiiies  of  tlie 
Kini^dom  of  Hoht  niia,  v\ci\  as  thi  y  that  are  I*"re mh- 
horn  in  the  Kin.;doni  of  h' ranee  and  the  (lermans 
in  their  own  (ountries.  whirdiv  the  H  hemian  niiL:ht 
have  the  faculty  to  rule  his  pcMple.  and  the  (i(  rmans 
hear  rule  over  the  Ciermans."  These  wf)rds,  spoken 
hv  the  martyr  on  his  trial,  have  r(  inained  the  pro- 
i^ramme  of  the  ( '/echo  Slovak  nation. 

In  their  peculiar  jiosition  tluy.  an  isolated  Slav 
hodv  in  the  midst  of  their  bitter  ( nemies,  came 
to  rccojjnise  <'arlier  than  any  other  European 
nation  some  of  the  d(  <'()est  truths  of  liberty. 
"  L'liottime  rsl  iin  apprcuti,  la  limilntr  est  son 
ii/ai/rr,  rf  mtl  ur  sr  coiiuaU  taut  qu'U  na  />,/> 
souffrrty  says  Alfred  Ak;  Mnsset.  But  then  "who 
increaseth  knowledge  increaseth  sorrow."  The 
Czechs  iKcame  the  forerunners  of  Europe  and 
suffered  the  usual  fate  of  the  forerunner.  The  man 
who  walks  throu;::h  the  streets  of  the  city  before 
simrise  is  called  a  thief  by  the  awakened  sb  epers. 
and  the  forerunner  is  called  a  heretic,  and  the  heretic 
must  be  burned.  The  Czechs  [)aid  to  the  full  the 
penalty  of  being  forerunners,  and.  having  for  man\ 
years  sustained  an  unequal  strnc^gle  against  ortho- 
dox Europe,  they  suffered  their  first  terrible  defeat. 

1526  is  the  date  of  the  next  disaster  of  B')hein!a 


'^r^-. 
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It  was  a  disaster  in  disp:uise.  For  purposes  of 
defence  atjaiiist  the  trrowino  Turkish  menace  the 
Hohcniians  entrred  an  alliance  with  Austria  and 
Hunj^ary,  reserving,  however,  for  themselves  full 
national  rii^hts.  In  a  short  time  they  came  to  know 
that  the  remedy  was  worse  than  thi'  disease.  The 
Hapshurtjs,  as  is  their  habit,  soon  hroke  their  faith 
and  tried  to  »  nforce  centralisation  in  the  State  and 
coimter-reforniation  in  reliiiion.  The  Czechs  rose 
up  in  revcjlt  in  1618  and  lit  the  fire  of  the  Thirty 
Years'  War.  The  war  which  ushered  in  modern 
luirope  seemed  to  sound  the  death-knell  of  the 
Czech  nation,  which  in  1(120  suffered  the  disastrous 
defeat  on  the  White  iMountain.  With  the  utmost 
savat-erv  thi-  Austrian-Germans  under  Hapslmrti 
and  Jesuit  leadershij)  uprooted  the  Czech  aristocracy 
and  landed  gentry,  and  filled  their  places  with 
foreifju  adventurers,  who  ever  since  havi'  insulted 
the  country  in  whuh  they  live  by  considering^  them- 
selves its  peers  and  owners.  The  C^zech  nation  lost 
all  its  educated  classes  and  practically  ceased  to 
e.xist.  There  remained  nothinjr  e.xcept  the  soil  and 
th(>  peasants,  as  indestructible  as  the  soil  and  as 
passive. 

In  the  eiijhteenth  century  almost  the  memory  of 
th.  ("zech  nation  had  been  lost.  They  were  treated 
as  a  kind  of  moribund  aboriQincs.  But  this  was  the 
darkest  hour  before  the  dawn.  The  nation  was 
awakemni:.  At  first  the  rebirth  of  the  Bohemian 
nation  was  limited  to  a  narrow  circle  of  philologists 
.uid  writers.  It  was  treated  by  the  Germans  and  the 
Ac.-tnan  Government  with  patronisincr  condescen- 
sion. But  so  .n  It  bec^an  to  e.xpand.  spreading 
further  and  further  until  millions  of  men  reawakened 
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to  their  Slav  rnn.riov.snrss.  A  natinn.  wlurh  to- 
wards thr  end  of  tho  ri-htr..ith  rrnturv  had  born 
nrartirallv  .xtinrt.  brcamr  a  poxvor  l.v  thr  muldU- 
of  the  n,n.  u.nth  ronturv  With  tho  stul,h<.rnncss 
of  peasants  and  the  /ral  of  pio,u  us  th.  apostlos 
of  the  C/ch  nati.Miahtv  worked  for  die  iiphftnicr  of 
their  pe.M^U'.  Hie  fnnt  of  their  labours  was  a 
renaissance  ahiiost  without  par.dlel  in  the  h.st.^rv 
of  the  worUl.  I^eirinnino:  with  ihr  muhhlh^  -d  the 
ninet.rnth  eent.uv.  thev  hav  hrld.  as  to  we.dth  and 
edueation.  th(;  first  phiee  amoni;  the  nationalities  ot 
Austria-Huntiary. 

In  iS4<S  the  Czecho-Sl-.  ak  nation  spoke  nut  tor 
the  first  time  since  i6i8  on  matters  ..f  int<'rnational 
p.ditics.     In  that  fateful  year  the  majority  of  th( 
Czech.vSlovaks  proved  by  no  means  hostile  to  the 
Hapsbursrs.    As  in  every  part  of  Fuiropc,  there  was, 
of  course,  also  in    Bohemia  a  revolutionary  party. 
But  earlier  than  anyone  else  in  Europe  the  Czechs 
and   lu'Hj-slavs  recognised  the  double-faced  char- 
acter'of\;erman-Ma<rvar  "liberalisms"-  of  liberal- 
isms   which    claim    ri-^hts    f<jr    "master     nations 
{llcrronolhcA  and  ioxs:^c  chains  for  weak,  r  nation 
alitics      In  opposition  to  the  German  and  Ma'^yar 
Imperialisms,    the    Czech.j-Slovaks    turned    to    th.- 
Mapsburcrs,  hopin«r  that,  as  at^ainst  thr  disruptive 
tendencies  of    the    Tan-G.  rmans   and    th.-    Ma-yar 
separatists,  the  Hapsburt^s  would  in  th.  ir  own  in 
terests    relv    on    the    support  ..f    the  we.ak.r   Slav 
nati.Mis,  which  asked  for  nothmu  cxcpt  just.c.'  and 
the  possibility  of  a  p.a.-eful.  unhamper.d  national 
development.'     The  (ze.hs  hoi..<l   that  th.'   Ilaps- 
bur^^s    would    make    themselves    leaders    in    a    re- 
juvenated Austria.     Some  writers  on   int.'inational 
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politics,  who  now  advise  the  Czechs  to  seek  their 
happiness  in  a  free  and  just  Hapsl)urs  monarchy, 
are  surely  in(IiilL,nn<r  in  the  pursuit  of  an  ideal  for 
whieh     the    les.^ons    of    history     provide    no    sup- 
port.    Whv.  the  iflea  of   that   happy   new   Austria 
had  been   for  t^cnc  rations  the  dnatn  of  the  Czech 
leaders.     Pala<ky     prodainied     it     in     1S4S.     Dr. 
Kramarzh.    now    a    martyr    for    the    Czech    cause, 
was  still  upholdint:  it   half  a  century   later.      The 
Czech    nation,    which    was    every    day    c;ainins-    in 
strength  and  importance,  did  not  aim  at  the  hreakinsr 
up  of  the   Hapsl.uiii  Monarchy.      If  ever  a  nation 
has  oivcn  a  fair  chance  to  a  Covernment.  the  Czechs 
have  triven  it  to  the  {io\(  rnnunt  of  Viinna.     But 
what  were  the»  results.^     The  weaker  branch  of  the 
Czecho-Slovak  nation  was  in   18(17  handed  over  to 
the    mercies  of    the    Ma;j:\ars.    however    much    the 
entire  nation  protested  a^^^inst  it.     In  Austria  itself 
the  predominance  of  the  (iermans  was  established. 
The     promise     tjiven    by     the     F.mperor     Francis 
biseph  I.  to  the  C 'cchs  in  1S70  that  he  would  crown 
himself  KiniL,^  of  Bohemia — as  he  was  crowned  Kin^r 
of    HunLjarv    in    iSh; — and   thereby    rccos^^nise   the 
historic  riirhts  of  the  Czech  nation,  was  never  ful- 
tilled.  and  the  modest  ri<j:hts  conceded  to  the  Czechs 
in  a  centralised  Austria  were  ne\er  safe  against  new 
encroachments.    It  is  a  fact  whi(  h  no  one  acquainted 
with  .Austrian  history  would  dare  t(»  deny,  that  the 
Germans  in  their  narrow   nationalist   intenst  have 
wrecked  constitutional  life  in  Austria.     They  have 
deliberate  Iv  crippled  the  Austrian  Parliament,  be- 
cause in  that   Parliament  they  were  in  a  minority. 
Without    Parliament   they   can    more    conveniently 
control  the  .^tate  throui^h  the  Cerman  <  li<|ue  at  the 
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Virnncsc  Court  and  the  prcvaUntlv  German  hurcaii- 
cracv.      lUuinnini:  witli     1S..7.  the  year    uh.n    tlu- 
C.crmans  bv  their  ol.stni.ti.ui  in   Parhament   over 
threw  a  Cahinct  which  enjoved  the  lull  eontuienee 
,,f  a  vast  majoritv  in  th(>  House,  there  was  no  real 
safotv   for    the    C/eihs    or    juijo-Slavs  in   Austria. 
With  everv  vcar  the  chanees  .)f  a  nvival  of  e-.n- 
stitutionarcovernnient  were  diminishing,  and  with 
the  recrudescence  (^f  bureaucratic  and  mihtary  auto 
cracy  German  ambitions  and  (lerman  ener..aehments 
were  ijrowinii  in  strength  and  wci-hl. 

Matters   were    still    w.-rse  with    regard    to    inter- 
national politics.     No  one  ever  counted  therein  but 
the  arist.Krat:(      "erman  eli.iiie  of   Vienna  and  the 
Maunars.     In  iM.()  Prussia  a(ipealed  to  the  C  zeehs. 
promisin.-    them  "  iudependenee,"  but    the    Gziehs 
knew  onlv   too  w(  11   the  nature  of   Prussia  and  its 
Danaan  <r\irs.     Thev  did  not  swallow  the  bait,  and 
after  the'defeat  of  the  Hapsbur-s  they  <ukv  more 
declared  to  the  old  dynasty  that  thev  were  prepared 
to  stand  bv  them  in  the  hour  of  need  and  liuht  under 
their  lead'  a-ainst  Prussia.     With  an  incomparable 
blindness  the  Hapsbur-s  imagined  that  thev  could 
best  strentithen  the  State  for  the  new  struLTLile  by 
handin>,r  over  the  power  in  Austria  to  the  Ciermans 
and  in  Hunirary  to  the  Maiivars.     Praneis  Jo.seph 
was  soon  to  learn  the  conseciuenees  of  his  action. 
In   1870.  when  all  the  Austrian  Slavs  were  ea-vr 
to  take  the  field  on  the  side  of  France,  the  veto  of 
the  two  dominant  races  ~  the  Germans  and  Ma.^yars 
—prevented   intervention.     Why   should   they  fii;ht 
their  best  friends,  the  Prussians,  the  sup[)orters  of 
-government  bas.  d  on  viitlence?     In   iS;.)  the  Dual 
Svstem  of  G.rinan  Mannar  rub    <n-er  all  the  other 
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rar.'s  of  thr  Monarrliv  (exropt  the  Polos)  f.nmd  its 
final    lo-ical    rxprcssion    in    an    alliance    botwoon 
\ustria-Hunirarv    and    tho    ucss-    (iorman    <,mpirr^ 
Thr  sords  u.  rr  sown  of  the  present  war.     Attain  and 
a.rain  the  C/r.hs.  seein- the  spectre  of  the  approach 
inir  catastrophe,  implored  the  Hapsbursrs  not  to  com- 
promise the  future  of  their  Monarchy  by  ay-^rressive. 
adventurous  plots.      To  create  a  counter-balanre  to 
i>russ.an    ascendancy    the    Czechs    worked    for    a 
rapprochnnnit    between   Austria  on  the  one  hand 
and  Russia  and  France  on  the  other;  they  were  un 
't.rinff  in  their    endeavours    to    secure  the  peace  of 
Fun.pe      Thev  knew  what  their  position  was  bound 
,o  be  as  -iti/en.  -.1  an  .Vustria-Hunffary,  situated  in 
thr  xvxs  heart  of  Central  Europe,  if  a  war  broke  out 
between  their  (ierman  enemies  and  their  Slav  and 
W.St   European  fru-nds.     It  was  a  thin-  which  no 
C/c.h  could   face  without  a  shudder.      When    the 
series   of     Vustro-Magvar   intrigues  airanst   Serbia 
had  beaun.  the  Czechs  tried  t..  save  the  h.MDur  of 
the  Hapsl)urcT  Monarchy  by  revealinir  the  infamy  ol 
some  <.f  its  servants.    It  was  Professor  Masaryk.  the 
man  now  in  the  forefront  of  the  Czech  movement  for 
liberation,  who  in   iQoc)  took  the  lead  in  exposinp: 
the  notorious   Friedjung  forq^eries— in  case  of  war 
these    forgeries  were    to    have    served  as  .Xustria  s 
^,>,,.use   io,    atta.kinir   Serbia.      Professor   Masaryk 
showed  up  and  branded  their  main  author,  Count 
For^ach.  as  a  common  ai^nit  provoratcm.  and  Count 
For-ach  n.>ver  dared  to  defend  himself  by  briniiinsr 
a„  action  against  his  ac.user.     Yet  the  same  Count 
Forga.h  soon  afterwards  became  Under-Secretary 
of  the  Austrian  Foreign  Ot^ce.  and  was  one  of  those 
j„j,ij,l,,  responsible  for  the  drafting^  of  the  ultimatum 
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to  Serbia  in  lulv.  lOU  '     N-  '^"^^  rosp..ns,hlc  for  th.- 
nolirv  of  the  (^Mitral  Powers  in  that  rr.s.s  ran  pl-ari 
l.noranco  as  to  th.  .hara.-trr  and  pol.rv  of  that  man. 
The  ("/.rhs    had    Wrn    prepared  to  work    lor    a 
hotter  Austria  and   tn  r.-ntunu-  in  it.  even  thou^^h 
promises  -,ven  to  th.m  were  re^r„larly  .hsre-rarded. 
Yet  thou-h  wishin.4   for  the   existenre   of   Anstna. 
if     Austr.a     was     to     he     a     real     hnnte     for     its 
nationahties.     th.  v     w<  re     always     ecpially     deter 
mined  to  destrov  it.  sh.Mdd  it  ehoos.'  to  heeotnc  a 
jail    with  the  (Germans  and  Ma^nars  for  its  jailers. 
Now    \nstria  has  heeome  worse  than  a  lail  to  the 
C/r.-hs.  wors.    even    than    a    slave  driver.       It  has 
driven    them    not    into    sh>.vrrv.  hut  into  tratn.ide. 
When  Czech  reoiments  u.rr  tirst  marched  a-amst 
Russia  and  Serbia,  all  past  iK.nds  betw.en  .\ustria 
and  the  Czech  nation  were  broken  for  ever.      1  here 
are  words  on  which  one  do(  s  not  ijo  ba(  k.  and  there 
are   facts  which  can   never  hv  undone.      Not  even 
.-cnturies  ran  erase  the  memories  of   the  war  into 
which  the  Cze.ho-Slovaks  have  be.  n  driv.  n,  .^.n 
trarv   to   their   will,    under   the    command   ot    th.ir 
bitterest  enemies-the  Cermans  and  the   Ma-vars. 
Never  a.rain  in  historv  ar.'  the  Cze.-hs  to  Im.l  them- 
selves in  the  position  .>l   mute  vietims  dnv.n  int.. 
a  death  dishonourable  f<.r  men.  i.Un  a  death  of  s  aves 
ti.rhtini,^  for  the  maintenance  of  slavery.      I  h.    1  laps 
Inir.rs  have  cn.ssed   the    Rubiron   on   their   wav   to 
Herlin;  there  can  be  no  comitv  in  th.'  fntur.-  b.twr.n 
the  Cze.hs  and  th.'  llapsbures. 

The  outbreak  of  the  war  pla-'  d  th.-  (  /.'cho- 
Slovak  nation  in  a  tragic  position,  I  h.'v  wie  imw 
,o  fisht  for  a  cause  which  they  knew  to  be  that  ot 
their  enemies  and  oppressors,  and  a^^amst  th..sc  who 
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upheld  the  firinciplc  of  nationalit\ ,  of  the  rights  of 
small  nations,  and  of  ("(luality  between  nations,  i.e., 
the  only  principles  by  which  t'ue  Czech  nation  can 
attain  the  position  due  to  it  in  the  world.  And  in 
the  case  of  this  people,  it  is  more  than  a  vague 
Sfeneralisation  to  say  that  the  Czechs  were  conscious 
of  this  fact.  We  are  speakinij  here  of  a  nation  which 
practically  has  no  illiterates  amonijst  its  members, 
and  in  which  the  average  level  of  ( ducation  and 
well-beinfj  is  hii^iher  than  that  of  Germany,  taken  as 
a  whofe,  and  equal  to  those  of  Holland  or  the  Scan- 
dinavian countries.  Every  Czech  is  conscious  of 
the  interests  and  ideals  of  his  nation. dity.  No 
wonder,  then,  that  from  the  day  the  war  was  declared 
the  Czechs  were  put  by  th{>  Austrian  (iovernment 
under  "special  observation"  and  watched  and 
muzzled  as  no  other  nationality  in  Austria-Hungary 
has  been.  "  Naturally  so,"  someone  miqht  say  in 
defence  of  the  Austrian  authorities,  "  because  the 
Czechs  are  known  to  be  hostile  to  the  Austrian 
State."  But.  then,  why  do  all  the  Austrian  official 
and  semi-official  scribblers  pour  out  the  never- 
ending  fli^v  of  cant  about  "the  glorious  unity  and 
cohesion  which  the   Hapsburg   Monarchy  has 

givin  proof  ii.  the  war.''  How  do  they  dare  to  main- 
tain that  the  Czechs  "  do  not  want  to  be  liberated  "? 
The  war  is  for  the  Hapsburg  Monarchy  not  merely 
external,  it  is  also  a  war  on  its  submerged  nation- 
alities. The  Czechs  do  not  complain.  War  it  is 
between  them  and  the  Germans  and  Magyars.  But 
then  the  grip  of  the  octopus  should  not  be  called 
an  accolade  of  love. 

If  attachment  to  Austria  is  the  dominant  feeling 
amoo'T  the  Czechs,  whv  were  not  those  whom  the 
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Czech  nation  had  chos.  n  for  its  spokrsmcp  allowed 
to  voice  its  f.clinos.^     Of  all  the  belliuM.  nt  cun 
tries  Austria  is  the  only  one  which  has  failed  to  nm^ 
voke  its  Parliament,  and  it  was  repeate.llv  admitted 
that  the  reason  whv  it  was  not  possible  to  convoke 
I  arliament  was    the    fear    Ust   the  Czechs  should 
speak  out.     Their  true  feelmt-s  wore  onlv  too  well 
known    to    the    Austrian    Ciovernment.    -.ne    after 
another  the  Czech  leaders  were   sent  to   prison  or 
driven  into  exile.     Dr.  Kramarzh.  the  leader  of  the 
Youn^   Czechs—the    historic    Czeih    party   m   the 
Austrian  Parliament- was  arrestt  d  on  a  charge  of 
high  treason  in  Mav.  1915^  »>i't  the  grounds  for  the 
accusation  were  withheld  from  the  public.     I"  J""^; 
1916,  Dr.  Kramarzh  was  condemned  to  death,    and 
still  the  Austrian  authorities  remained  silent  as  to 
the  nature  of  his  guilt.     No  w.nder;  when  at  last 
on  Januarv  4th.  u)i;.  an  explanation  was  attempted 
of  the  verdict,  it  was  found  to  contain  n»(  a  siNgU 
fart,  real   or    alhi^rj.  which    any  tribunal    outside 
"Mittel-Europa"  would  have  accepted  as  suflicient 
to  condemn  a  man  for  high  treason.     Ho  was  con- 
demned on  general  grounds.    The  blow  was  struck  at 
him  because  he  is  one  of  the  most  prominent  U  aders 
of  the  Czech  nallon.     His  <ase  was  to  act  as  a  de 
terrent  for  minor  men.     It  was  an  act  of  conscious 
and  calculated  terrorism,  not  <«f  justice. 

Where  a  man  of  the  prominence  of  Dr.  Kramarzh 
—there  was  a  time  when  he  was  considered  a  likely 
candidate  tor  the  post  of  Austro-Hungarian  Foreign 
Minister— where  a  man  of  such  standing  is  con- 


•  The   sentence   of  death  was   suhse>iuently   commuted  to  fifteen 
years'  imprisonment. 
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drmtK  (I  to  rl(  nth  without  a  sinylr  act  of  hiijh  trrason 
hoin-    provcfl    aijainst    him.   the   fate   which    awaits 
or    Ix'falls   other    people    can    easily    he    iniatjined. 
There     is     not     a     sintilo     prominent      Bohemian 
national  leachr  left  free  to  speak  in  Austria;  they 
are    all    either   in   prison.    lik(>    Dr.    Kramarzh,    or 
in  exile,  like    I'rofissor   Masaryk.  or  have  to  wear 
the    uniform    of    the    Austrian    army    and    remain 
under  the  iron  military  disc  ipline  which  leaves  no 
room    for    anv    expression    of    feelintj   or    r-inion. 
Is    that    because    they    love    Austria    too    dearly? 
If    Austria    has    stood     so    "  maijjnificently "    the 
test  of  the  war,  if  all  her  nationalities  really  feel 
such  love  for  their  rulers,  do  not  the  rulers  cherish 
everv  r    ans  bv  whi<h  these  sentiments  can  receive 
expression,  and  shower  favours  and  allow  all  free- 
dom  to   the    Press?      How.  in    particular,   has   the 
Czech   Press  fared  during  the  war?     All  its  main 
organs    have    l)een    suppressed,  or    muzzled  to  an 
extent  which  practically  leaves  them  incapable  of 
voiciiu    in  anv  way  the  true  feelings  of  the  Czech 
people.      One   need   not   jgo   to   Czech   s(jurces   for 
accounts  of  these  perse(  utions.     It  is  enough  to  look 
through  the  liles  of  the  Viennese^  papers  and  see 
those  short  notices,  each  containing  only  a  few  lines, 
and  announcing  in  dry  terms  that  certain  papers  have 
•  eastd   to  apjiear  or  have  been   forbidden  by   the 
police.     Here  are  a  few  samples:  — 

Arhntrr  /.rilitvfi.  September  24th.  K)!?:  "The 
political  provincial  papers,  Straz  Vcukova,  at 
Chlumin.  i.ear  Prague,  and  the  (hiraz'shy  Dcmnk. 
in   Mahrisch-Ostrau,  have  been  forbiddm  publica- 

tion. 

Ze'it,  September    ^Sth.    ic)i5  :    "  Fh- fore  the  out- 
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break  of  the  war  sixteen  (z.c^pnmualnjusp^n.s 
used  to  apiKar  in  snuth.rn  Holum.a.     Of    h^st   u, 
to  now  e  it  have-  voh.ntarny  stop,Hcl  pubhcat.nn 
or  hav.  lK.;n  orci.nd  to  .lo  so.    Of  th..s<-  supprcsM.d 
;t^.authontK.sth.ro.y/.Aapp.m.clatlaW 

Sira-  >,u  S,.nun.-  at  Strak..n.t/.  and  three  at   liud 

r.Tv    Dd,uL.    and    the    Natx.nal-^oe.ahst    Siru. 

^  Orfa^am.  we  nK,y  loc,k  at  th.    /./..w^ 
NmJmber  .bth.  ic,.5.  and  hnd  thy  f-l  ow.n^     u^t 
and  eloquent  note,  which  shows  wuh  what  ed.f>mg 
^artilluy  the  Austrian  poUce  vf^^^^^^ 
"The  ortjan  of  the  C/.c-eh  jews.  /v..v:.^/  at  1  ra^nic 
and    the    paper  of    the    K<.man    Cath.-l.c  women. 
nil.  at   Koni,,rat.  have  been  ->1>I--^^ 
he  duration  of  the  war."     And  no  ..ne  should  th,  k 
hat    hese   few  notices  quoted  above  are  spec.alh 
pi  Ld  or  ehosen.     One  ean  come  aeross  them  any 
Say  in  Austrian  papers,  and  w.f    then,  one  usually 
finds    short    notices    of    pun.shments    -p-sed    on 
editors  and  writers.     And  yet,  m  sp.te  of  all  that 
oppression,  the  C/eehs  speak  out  a.auj  and  a,au. 
n  hichlv  seknt.fic  papers,  u.  between  dry  tecl  nu  a 
article,  over  which  the  Censor    must    have    falb  n 
asleep  or  which  he  passed  tmread.  thinkmg  the  m  to<. 
Ldious  to  concern  anybodv,  one  can  hnd  occas.on- 
allv  a  short  line  bearinii  the  appearance  of  a  learned 
iterance  or  footnote,  but  savuv,  :  "  C  .echs.  remc  m- 
ber  your  fateful  hour  has  come,-  or  contanun.  some 
sSnar  warntnc^.    And  one  such  crv.  when  .t  reache 
Tears  of  those  to  whom  it  is  addressed  n.  the  m.dst 
oHha:  mournful  and  yet  eloquent  sdencewh.ch  now 

,  ;„    D  •.o.,-,ia    cav^  m.ir''  than  l"n^  aaU  en 
reigns  tn   d       i.!-'*-     '^. 
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inspirtd    by    oITk  ial    hints    and 


thusiastic    articles 
threats. 

Before  thc^  war  the  Czechs  had  a  hii,'hly-develnped 
system  of  national  friiiully  so(i(  tics,  of  clubs, 
literar\  circles,  atiiletic  associations,  etc.  .Atjain, 
what  has  Austria  (ion,  with  them  in  view  of  that 
"  niaynifKcnt  /ca!  "  whi'h  all  her  nationalities  are 
alleged  to  display  in  the  (  ause  of  "  Mittel-Eiiropa  "? 
Practically  all  the  C/ech  associations  have  been 
suppressed.  The  first  to  ^o  were,  of  course,  the 
Sol-o/s,  an  athK  tic  onj^anisation  with  Pan-Slav  ten- 
dencies. Then  followed  others,  till  finally  not  even 
the  most  modest  professional  associations  were 
allowed  to  survive.  I  lere  is  one  of  many  ixamples. 
The  \'iinnese  .\'<  /rr  Frr'tc  f'rrssr  writes,  under  date 
of  Decimber  jjnd.  i()i():  "As  stated  in  the  official 
paper,  the  Wiener  /c'tlnuii,  the  Minister  of  the 
Interior,  on  the  basis  (  f  the  Law  of  .Associations, 
has  ordi  red  the  dissolution  of  the  Union  of 
Bohemian  Railway  l-'mployees  with  its  seat  at 
Pra<:^ur ." 

Spec  lal  attention  was,  of  course,  paid  by  the  Haps 
h\.\x^  Government  and  the  almisjhty  Austrian  police 
to  the  Czech  schools  and  school  libraries.  Did  they 
not  deserve  some  praise  if  they  have  really  produced 
such  enthusiastic  "  Austrian  citizens "  to  whom 
nationality  was  a  matter  of  indifference,  and  who 
merelv  pined  to  die  for  the  cause  of  their  enemies, 
the  Germans?  Amazinpf  to  state,  no  praise  was 
fjiven,  and  with  a  curious  lack  of  consistency  this 
time  quite  a  different  tale  was  told.  It  was  stated 
that  the  Czech  schools  had  not  hitherto  fulfilled  their 
purpose  in  incidcatincr  in  Czech  children  the  feelincT 
of  absolute  lovaltv  and  devotion  to  their  German 
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masters,    and    nir.sun-s    u.n     tlutvlurc    tak.n    to 
rrnu.lv  this  .v,l.     F<.r  s-nu-  tr.-.u-  th.  t.  a.  h.n-  in 
tlu-  C/.rh  sch.x.ls  had  to  be-  do.u-  w.thuut  text  l-ouks. 
,„.,,nso  .t  was  found  that   all  th<.  text  hooks  puh- 
lishel  Inforr  thr  war  in   Boh- m.a,  thon.h  th.s  ha<l 
,,,.„  ,,.„,,  „nd.r  the  a.i^ust  auspices  ot  th.  Austnan 
Minislrv  of    l-:du.auon.  ronta.ncd   too  nuuh  ahout 
ihr  C/.rh  nation,  wh.rh  to  the  mmd  of   Austrian 
(Wrmau  otTuials  is  a  nu-ro  suhdivis.on  ..f  the     Aus- 
trian- nat.onahtv.     At  last,  in   januarv,   1017.  Uh- 
Austrian  authorities  produred  their  mw  .onnK^u.n. 
this  time  throimh  the  intermediary  of  the  nnttsJir 
Schdhlichrnrrh.^  in  X'unna.      It  is  mterest.n.u   to 
nad   its  description  m   C/eeh  papers.     Of  course 
not  a  word  eould  l.e  said  of  erituism,  hut  Us     spee.al 
features"  were  emphasised  with  a  eharness  whi.-h 
kft  no  room  for  doubt.    The  first  patres  of  the  book 
arc  devoted  to  the  Austrian  national  hymn  and  arc 
adorned  with  the  picture  of  the  Imperial  l*ahu:e  at 
Schonbrunn.     '1  h.n   follow  the  events  oi  the  war, 
displayed,  of  course,  m    a    proper    li;^ht- Austria 
annears    alwavs    enthusiastically  united   in    feelmj. 
'and  invariably  victorious  m  battle.     The  series  cul- 
minates in  an  effusion  on  the  duties  of  a  ^  >=*'^-h  ^^f 
n-nard    to   Austria,    the    Imperial    House,  ^and    the 
other  Austrian  nationalities.    Most  irterest.nc:  is  the 
hi.ioiual  part.     Nothing  can  be  found  in  it  about 
true  Bohemian  national  history.      It    is    not    John 
Huss.  or  the  famous  lp.ihter   Zizka.  not  George  of 
Podiebrad,  or  anv  other  Bohemian  leader  whose  life 
is  told  to  the  Czech  children,  but  stories  of  Haps- 
bures  who  were  not  even  rulers  of  Bohemia  and  oi 
Tv^olese   fanat.cs  who  died   taiihful   like   oogs  to 
the  Hapsbur-s.  though  betrayed  and  abandoned  by 
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them;  in  sh..tt.  ih.  \vh..lr  uallny  of  f.  i  l.I.  ininflcd 
princes  and  half  \Mtt(  d  peasants  who  (omp..sc  Aus- 
tria's speeial  ihiim  tn  ylcrv  app-ars  in  the  text  book. 
1  lavi  ii;  analvM  (I  this  l-.-.k.  sn  fuH  '.f  <l.liuhtful  and 
uistrurtiv.  r.adin-  f-.r  .hd.inn.  th.-  C/.rh  papers 
.all  sprcial  an.iui..n  to  th.  tan  that  th.  name  of 
its  editor  is  withheld  iunu  ih.  pul.lir.  Never  had 
that  happened  ni  the  past  in  the  .  asr  of  scho..l 
hooks.  Is  he  sonu-  (".irman  who  [.retirs  not  to 
jHuu-ar  in  pnl.li.  as  \\u-  t.-aelur  ..f  C/ieh  hismry.  or 
v.nie  (/..li  reiieirade  who  has  preserv.d  siilhcient 
shame  not  to  wi.h  to  l)e  known  as  authf)r  of  that 

,  onenction.'' 

'Ihr  s.  hn..l  lil)raries  wt  r.    most  carefully  weeded 
out       The  n..vils  of  |irasek  were  removed,  because 
there    is    too    much  in  th.m    about    the    Ilussites. 
similar! V  w.  rr  ivmovid  the  works  of  the  iircatcst 
livin<^   f/ech    |)oet,    Machar   (who  himself  was  mi- 
ris.med-on  account  of  a  poem  published  ten  years 
auo  with  the  permission  of  the  Austrian  Censor,  and 
now  republishrd  in  thc^  I'.S.A.  without  the  know- 
Udtrc  of  the  author).    As  the  crowninir  manifestation 
of  the  Austrian  official  spirit  the  fact  m»v  be  men- 
tioned that  in  September,  n)i(>.  the  historic  novels 
of  the   Polidi  writer,  Sienkiewicz,  and  the  famous 
novel.  *'fuore,'"  of  the   Italian  writer.  De  Amicis, 
wfie   removed    fn-m  the   Czech   school   lil)raries   in 
Rohemia.     F.vidmtly  even  the  stories  of  national 
stru-i-ile^   for   liberty   fought   by   other  nations  are 
considered  daiiut  rous. 

It  is  natiirallv  dan<;erous  to  speak  of  past 
national  stru-ules  for  bberty  to  people  who  are 
now  enua-ea  in  such  a  strugcrle.  Of  course,  the 
women,  .hildren.  and  old  men  in  Hoh.  mia  wh<i  have 
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n<,w  to  M.tfrr  rr-.m  poUcr  t.rronsm.  nnH..  h  .s  a.  -rue 
as,t.s,KUv.a<i.min,M.or.al     ih.sc  .annul  mnduc 
the  stri.u.le.      Uut  on  rv.-vv   tr.MU  t..  whu  1^  ^  ^ech 
suldurs  arc  s.nt  the  Austrian  ,.  ncrals  h.lh  umlor 
stand  what  .t  means  uh.n  a  nat.on  d^'^'r.s  tu  break 
down  the  walls  of  its  ,a.l.     Fron,  .ho  vyv  „rst  da 
.fth.waritwasrU-arthatth.  (/nhM)l.Hrsvun.ld 

not  huht  tor  the  rauM-  of  the  C.  rn-,.ns  and  t^e  MaR^ 
vars    a>.a.n.t    thnr    fr.ends-tiu-    nat.ons    of    iho 
Entente.     They  were  therefore  put  at  o"^*'  ""^- 
eareful  -  observation  "  at  the  troni  as  well  as  behmd 
the  lines.    The  watch  increased  in  s<^vcrity  with  evers 
month  of  the  war     "  This  is  not  a  war  src-ret.    said 
PruKe    Ludwig   Windis.  h:.^rat.    in    the    Hun-anan 
Parliament  on  Auuust  28th.   .c)H>.  ^  'na  the  whole 
world  sees  it.  how  the  service  battalions  are  com- 
posed-that    in   everv  Czech    service    battalion    at 
least  40  per  cent,  of  Magyar  and  German  troops  are 

included."  .    ,u„ 

Yet  all   these   measures   could   not   prevent   the 
Czech    soldiers   fr<.m    carrMii-    ..ut    their    purpose 
Th..u^h   (arefullv   watch.d   by   their   (..vman   and 
Ma^^var  haniinien   ihev  continued  individually  and 
in  .^roup's,  and  even  in  rc-iuKnts,  tu  pass  over  t.. 
the\ide  which,  in  the  Austrian  terminolo'^v    is  that 
of    the  enemv.  but    to   the    Czechs  is  that  of    their 
liberators.     In  September.  .014.  thr  Sih  Regiment 
of  the  Czech  Landwchr,  when  ord(  red  to  march  to 
the  Russian  front,  refused  obedience,  ami  attacked 
its  German  officers.     Thereupon  the  -5th  German 
Retiiment  was  sent  au^ainst  it.  and  the  (  /erhs  had 
to  pav  the  penaltv  of  their  revolt.     '!  he  36th  Regi- 
ment,'recruited  from  the  district  of  Mlada  HnUslav. 
also  mutinied  whilst  stiU  >n  Hohemia.  and  was  deci- 
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mated  bv  the  Germans  and  Magyars.    More  effective 
was,  however,  the  action  of  the  Czechs  at  the  front. 
The  fact  that  several  Czech  regiments  crossed  over 
to  the  Serbian  side  contributed  much  to  the  igno- 
minious Austrian  defeat  in   Serbia  in   the   closing 
months  of  1914-     Thus,  e.g.,  the  102nd  Regiment, 
recruited  from   Benesov,  crossed  over  in  a  body  to 
the  Serbians  and  entered  Nish  with  its  band  playmg 
the     Serbian    national    hymn.       Similar    incidents 
occurred  also  at  the  Russian  front.    Some  regiments, 
as,  for  instance,  the  88th,  from  Brno,  were  found 
out  when  attempting  to  surrender  to  their  friends, 
and  were  massacred  by  the  German  and  Magyar 
troops;  others,  however,  like    the    ;5th    Regiment 
from  the  town  of  Pilsen  and  the  28th  Regiment  from 
Prague  succeeded  in  crossing  over  to  the  Russian 
side.     Similarly,  of  the  nth  Regiment,  from  Pisek, 
all  but  two  companies  joined  the  Russians. 

The  Czechs  who  surrendered  to  the  Serbs,  Rus- 
sians, or  Italians  were  soon  found  fighting  again— 
but  this    time    on    the  side  of    their  friends.     The 
services   rendered   by    them,    especially    to    Serbia 
during  the  two  Austrian  invasions,  and  to  Russia 
(luring  the  Galician  campaign  of  iqi4  and  during 
the  summer  campaign  of  19 16,  can  hardly  be  ex- 
aggerated.    With  their  thorou   '    knowledge  of  the 
Austrian  army,  and  in  view  oi  the  very  high  level 
of  their  education,  they  form   everywhere  a  most 
valuable  element  in  the  intelligence  service.     For 
obvious  reasons  the  full  story  of  their  deeds  cannot 
be  told    as    vet,  especially  no  cases  of    individual 
bravery  or  achievements  can  be  mentioned.    But  the 
mere  fact  of  men  going  through  all  the  dangers  of 
desertion  at  the  front  and  then  entering  the  ranks 
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of  the  "  enemy  "  army,  with  the  knovvledp[e  that,  if 
taken  prisoners,  they  would  bo  shot  out  of  hand,  is  a 
sufficient  test  of  the  ardour  with  which  the  Czechs 
desire  their  liberation  and  fi<j^ht  for  it.  It  is  not  the 
case  of  soi-disaiit  aristocrats  knockin£j  al)out  the 
capitals  of  luirope  and  America  with  bi;^  phrases  on 
their  lips  about  the  greatness  of  their  nation  and  the 
claims  which  it  has  on  the  world.  Less  has  been  heard 
about  the  Czechs  durinej  the  war  than  their  cause 
deserves.  For  big  talking  does  not  suit  their  nature. 
It  was  not  by  political  intrigues  or  by  boundless 
self-advertising,  but  by  war-work  performed  in  every 
allied  country  in  which  they  found  themselves,  and 
by  true  heroism  shown  on  every  front  to  which  they 
were  led,  that  the  Czechs  have  been  working  for  the 
future  of  their  nation. 

Of  the  Czechs  who  at  the  outbreak  of  the  war  found 
themselves  on  neutral  ground  or  in  the  States  of 
the  Entente,  or  who  were  able  to  escape  from 
Austria  afterwards,  almost  every  man  of  military  age 
is  doing  his  duty.  There  are  Czechs  fighting  in  the 
French  army — they  have  speciallv  distinguished 
themselves  on  the  Somme  in  the  F'oreign  Legion. 
There  are  Czechs  serving  in  the  British  army — some 
of  them  have  been  put  into  the  artillery,  which  in 
itself  is  the  greatest  sign  <if  confidence  that  can  be 
shown  to  men  who  nominally  are  "alien  enemies." 
All  over  the  world  the  Czechs  have,  by  all  means  at 
their  disposal,  fought  and  counttracted  the  plots  and 
rancours  of  their  Magyar  and  (ierman  enemies.  If 
at  the  end  of  this  war  the  Czecho-Slo\ak  nation 
attains  its  liberty  and  an  open  road  to  a  new  great- 
ness and  glory,  no  one  will  be  able  to  say  that  this 
comes  to  th.^M  as  a  gift  and  that  thev  had  not  done 
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,,u,uoh    to    dfsrrvc    it.        Thry    are    working    and 
U^hiuv   in  the  best  spirit  ct  a  modern  demc.cracy, 
w.tlu.ut   narrow   caknlat.un   of  sac  r.tue   and  imme- 
diate reward.      This  must  be  said  about  the  (  zcchs, 
,hat   thev   take   alwavs   and   everywhere   the  widest 
view  of  the  interests  o{  the  !•  ntenlc,  and,  hvmg  in 
the   verv   centre   of   "  Mittel-Europa,"   m   the  very 
depths  of  the  (ierman-Majryar  jail,  they  do  not  mmd 
„n  which  front  they  h<zht  and  in  conjunction  with 
which  Power.     They  know  that  the  battle-front    s 
ono  and  that  victory  and  defeat  will  be  common  to 
a-        Nor  does  anv  other  nation  bear  a  more  signal 
ustimonv  to  the  belief  in  the  power  and  final  vic^ 
torv  of    the    Entente.      Of   all    the    nations   to   be 
Hberatcd  the  Czechs  are  the  most  distant^  the  most 
deeply  enuulfed  m  -  Mittel-Europa     and  yet  they 
do  not  doubt  that  for  them  also  the  hour  o    libera- 
,H.n  will  come  m  this  war.     Thev  hrmlv  believe    as 
,lu.   .Austrian  oftic.als  put  it  in  their  indictment  o 
L)r     Kramar/h.    that   theirs   will  be   a   glori..us   lo 
,vhen     the    nation     -  rises    out     of     ^^^^^^r^'.^ 
humiliation  to  new  life,"  and  that      after  the  e  a  as 
,pW,  to  which  this  war  must  lead,  the  (zechnatio^^^ 

,,,,1    be    abl.     to    develop    its    strength,  uii.t>,  and 
(irganisation. 


